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Council strikes a more
measured note in
response to Skinner letter

The Lafayette City Council at the dais.

By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette City Council spent
close to an hour and a half
thrashing out the nuances of
language for their response to a
message received in December
from State Sen. Nancy Skinner
at a recent meeting. Choosing
between two versions of a re-
sponse, four of the five mem-
bers voted to send the more
neutral version and not to es-
calate any questions regarding
the ethics of the senator’s letter.

At the previous meeting
Council Member Cam Burks
had expressed extreme concern
over Skinner’s Dec. 11 letter in
which she reminded the coun-
cil of her bills, Senate Bill 167
and SB 330, that would “likely
impact not only the Terraces
project but any project consis-
tent with local zoning rules as
defined in the amended Hous-
ing Accountability Act and in SB
330. Thank you for your con-
sideration.” Burks said at that
meeting he had never been
more outraged as he referred to
what he called the “height of
abuse of power” from Skinner's
“interference in an active land-
use application.” It was a senti-
ment shared by Vice Mayor Su-
san Candell who said that she
could not agree more, while
Council Member Teresa Ger-
ringer took a more cautious
view saying, although she was
concerned, she wanted to find
out more about any
implications.

At that Jan. 13 meeting the
council postponed a decision
until the Jan. 27 meeting in or-
der to get advice from Robert
Hodil, the outside attorney
hired by the council to advise
on issues concerning the con-
troversial 315-apartment Ter-
races project.
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So, did Skinner cross a legal
or ethical line with the letter
and was it ‘interference in an
active land-use application’ as
Burks suggested?

Hodil, weighing in at the
Jan. 27 meeting, said he did not
see that. In terms of ethical
rules the senator is bound to
follow, he said that he didn’t
see any violations from a legal
perspective.

“I can understand how
many may feel that this is an
unethical action on her part,”
he said, “but there’s nothing in
terms of any clear rules she has
violated by doing this in my
opinion.”

Burks remained in favor of
referring the senator’s letter to
various agencies for review and
for sending a harsher draft of
the response to register the
city’s concern with “a state sen-
ator declaring an opinion on
the processing of a develop-
ment project (the Terraces of
Lafayette) that is not even in
her district,” and referred to
“potentially unethical partiality
regarding the Terraces project
in Lafayette.”

However the other four
council members did not sup-
port such a response at the Jan.
27 meeting and opted to send a
response acknowledging the
senator’s views on housing and
assuring her that “the city will
continue to focus on generating
much-needed housing in com-
pliance with the applicable
laws.”

Regarding Burks’ proposal
to have the matter examined by
outside review, Mayor Mike
Anderson responded, “I don’t
believe we are going to gain by
pushing this into a question of
ethics.” Anderson said rather
than ethics, this was a question
of “poor form.”

... continued on Page A11

Sold-out event celebrates
Business Persqn of the Year

Jennifer Perlmutter receives her award from

Mayor Mike Anderson.
By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette celebrated
its 30th Business Person of the
Year, Jennifer Perlmutter, Jan.
31 with a sold-out dinner at the
Lafayette Park Hotel and Spa.
The annual event traditionally
also features the mayor giving a
State of the City address.

Mayor Mike Anderson gave
a brief summation, touching on
the city’s concerns regarding
congestion and the challenges of
retaining local jobs while meet-
ing needs for housing. He
pointed to last year’s acquisition
of the Batwing property as an
example of how the city is re-
taining open space and parks,
and he highlighted the efforts
currently underway to resurrect
the Park Theater. “Overall, the
city is in a good state,” he said.
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Incoming 2020 Chamber of
Commerce Board President John
McCormick made his remarks
and then handed the evening
over to master of ceremonies
Hilary Shipway who works with
Perlmutter.

And then the evening was
all about celebrating Perlmut-
ter. There were presentations of
proclamations from local digni-
taries along with one from the
Lamorinda Arts Council, and
one presented by the Mayor. At-
tendees enjoyed a musical per-
formance from members of the
Peter Pan Foundation. A series
of speakers paid tribute to Perl-
mutter’s vision and to the suc-
cess of her two art galleries and
the revitalization she has
brought to the downtown.

Proof that art and business
need not be mutually exclusive.
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I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate

COMPASS

keith.katzman@compass.com

A simple solution to bridge the gap between the home you
have and the home you want.

Compass Bridge Loan Services gets you access to competitive rates and
dedicated support from industry-leading lenders, with the exclusive option
to get up to six months of your loan payments fronted when you sell your

home with me.

How it works

1 Work with me to find your next dream home.

2 Apply and get approved for a bridge loan with the

lender of your choice.

3 Work with me to get the first six months of your bridge

loan payments fronted.

4 Move into your new home while | work to sell your

current home faster and for more money.

5 When your old home sells, simply use the proceeds

to pay back the bridge loan and any fronted monthly

payments.

Curious to learn more? Contact me to discuss how Compass
Bridge Loan Services could help you.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care!
I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Num-
ber 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but
has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy

of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Open Saturday & Sunday

1250 Medfield Road, Lafayette
Happy Valley Modern Jewel

4 Bed | 2.5Bath | 1,868 Sq Ft
1250MedfieldRoad.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement
is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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